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Project Status
The Minnehaha-Hiawatha Community Works Strategic
Development Framework is nearing completion. Since
January, the Community Advisory Committee (CAC),
comprised of representatives from neighborhood
organizations, local businesses and elected official
appointees, has been working with the Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC), comprised of professional
staff from various government agencies and consultants,
to assemble a Framework that outlines broad strategies
and key projects to guide future public and private
investments in the corridor.
The strategies and projects are a direct outcome of the last
two years of dialogue with the community coupled with
technical field investigations and analysis. The strategies
and projects address key livability elements that were
expressed as important to the preserving and enhancing
the community’s vitality and quality of life:
 Mobility,
 Land Use and Physical Resources,

A map of the corridor lends itself easily to the
metaphor of a ladder: two major parallel routes
crossed at similar intervals by local streets
enabling access to, from and within the corridor.

 Environment and Natural Resources,
 Economic Development; and
 Social, Cultural and Historic Resources.

For more information contact:
Robb Luckow, 612-348-9344
robb.luckow@co.hennepin.mn.us

Or visit:

www.minnehaha-hiawatha.com
Hennepin County Community Works

Next Steps
The Framework document is expected to be completed
in early May. At that time, the CAC will begin
organizing and hosting presentation session(s) to
inform the community of the key strategies and priority
projects that will begin shaping public infrastructure
and private development investments.
Meetings with neighborhood and business organizations
will begin in May, with a larger public event later in
the summer. We will also be at area community events
and the Midtown Farmer’s Market during the summer.
Please watch the website for updates.
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Energy Efficient Street Lights Improve 46th
Street Corridor - Pilot Project
In April, 2010, the City of Minneapolis turned on the
new, energy efficient street lights along 46th Street.

costs while benefiting the environment. Through
long-term tracking of energy use, maintenance
and operating costs, emissions reductions, and
light quality the project will determine costs and
benefits of each technology versus the standard
lights.
With this project, we have advanced in both
the “Mobility” and “Environment and Natural
Resources” livability elements of the Framework
by improving walkability and using more energy
efficient infrastructure. Go to www.minnehahahiawatha.com to tell us what you think of the
new lights.

The 46th Street Pilot Lighting project is the first
major investment funded under Minnehaha-Hiawatha
Community Works. Overall, 55 streetlights were
installed on 46th Street between 34th and 46th
Avenues improving roughly 3,900 linear feet of street
corridor. The result is a corridor with much improved
lighting for walkers, bikers, and drivers and better
connections to the LRT station and surrounding
neighborhoods.
The 46th Street Pilot Lighting Project came about
from comments from the public outreach process for
the Minnehaha-Hiawatha Community Works project.
Area residents brought up a variety of ideas to improve
the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor, including better
lighting and increased safety, better connections to the
LRT stations, and a more sustainable community.
In response, Hennepin County and the City of
Minneapolis worked with the Longfellow Community
Council and Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood
Association on a project to improve walking, biking,
and driving along 46th Street connecting to the
LRT station. The Hennepin County Board and City
of Minneapolis approved this project, which was
installed with no assessments to nearby property
owners.
An exciting part of this project will be a test of two
energy-efficient lighting technologies: LED (lightemitting diode) on the east side of Hiawatha Avenue
and induction on the west side. Both technologies
have the potential to reduce energy use and operating

Photos of installed
lighting. Top photo,
soldier pattern with
pedestrian level light
(Acorn Style - see photo
at left) alternating with
street level light (shoebox
style) on both sides of
46th Avenue. Photos
taken east of Minnehaha
Avenue.
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and appointing entity
Jamie Buss, Council Member Schiff
Judy Corrao, Council Member Colvin Roy
Steve Krause, Longfellow Business Association
Marcea Mariani, Longfellow Community Council
Lisa Middag, Commissioner McLaughlin
Sam Newberg, Standish-Ericsson Neighborhood
Karl Stoerzinger, Corcoran Neighborhood Assoc.
Dan Swenson, Longfellow Business Association
Greg Toltzman, Longfellow Community Council

