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Unique Sense of Place
The Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor possesses a strong sense of place and identity as 
an important historic and present-day connector corridor for Minneapolis and the 
Twin Cities region. The corridor’s diagonal orientation within the Minneapolis street 
grid makes it unique and memorable as a place. The Minnehaha-Hiawatha Diagonal 
is physically defined by its pattern of diagonal avenues, rail lines and blocks that 
preceded it and is surrounded by the dominant Minneapolis street grid of north-south 
avenues and east-west streets. This unique diagonal corridor serves as an important 
transportation link between the urban core of downtown Minneapolis and several 
key destinations to the southeast, including Minnehaha Park & Falls, Historic Fort 
Snelling, Fort Snelling State Park, Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, and the 
city of St. Paul (via 46th Street). With its broad mix of residential, commercial, industrial, 
and transportation land uses, the corridor also functions as the main link between 
neighborhoods both north-south and east-west, which are predominately lower 
density residential. 

Future Minnehaha-Hiawatha Diagonal
The vision for the Minnehaha-Hiawatha Diagonal is one of transition toward a “ladder” 
of three connected livable neighborhood districts centered along the key “rung” streets 
between the outer siderails or “diagonals” of Minnehaha Avenue and Hiawatha Avenue/
LRT line. The “ladder” metaphor for the corridor visually conveys the need for the two 
diagonal avenues and the key east-west streets to be strongly linked enabling the 
corridor or ladder to achieve its multiple purposes of connecting neighborhoods, the 
city, and the metro region. Mobility options through the corridor are dependent upon 
this ladder of streets. Commercial activity and public gathering places are primarily 
located at the key “joints” or intersections of the “diagonal” avenues and “rung” streets. 

The Diagonal Avenues
The Minnehaha Avenue (CSAH 48) diagonal is envisioned as a tree-lined multi-modal 
community corridor that is primarily residential in nature with significant commercial 
nodes at the major rung streets and small mixed-use nodes at other intersections. In 
line with Minnehaha Avenue’s past evolutions to fit contemporary development and 
transportation trends, Minnehaha Avenue should be reconstructed as a “complete 
street” that safely balances the needs of all transportation modes, including pedestrians, 
bicycles, transit vehicles, transit riders, automobiles and small trucks, regardless of 
age or ability. From a transportation functional perspective, Minnehaha Avenue will 
continue to be an A-Minor Arterial roadway under the jurisdiction of Hennepin County. 
From a street form perspective, Minnehaha Avenue should be designed as a multi-
modal community corridor connecting urban neighborhoods with each other, both 
north-south and east-west, neighborhood residents with commercial activity and 
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Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles... and Bikes 
and Pedestrians
The Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor has 
a long history as a major transportation 
corridor including an early Native 
American trail, territorial road, city 
avenue, railroad line, highway, 
streetcar line, bus route, bikeway, and 
light rail line. Major transportation 
investments are continuing to 
transform the Minnehaha-Hiawatha 
Diagonal into a multi-modal corridor 
that meets the needs of all users, 
including automobiles, rail and bus 
transit, freight rail and trucks, bicycles, 
and pedestrians.

Former Purina Mills Complex south of 38th Street 
on Hiawatha Avenue.



Looking east along 46th Street near Minnehaha Avenue.
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public gathering places, and people to all of the city’s transportation systems. 

The Hiawatha Avenue/LRT line diagonal, which is also MN Trunk Highway 55, is 
envisioned as a multi-modal regional roadway that prioritizes the needs of the 
Hiawatha LRT line while supporting the needs of the other transportation modes on 
this street, including commuter pedestrians, bicycles, transit riders, automobiles and 
trucks. From a transportation functional perspective, Hiawatha Avenue is currently 
under the jurisdiction of the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and is 
designated as a Principal Arterial within the regional highway system. Hiawatha Avenue 
serves as a gateway into Minneapolis and a key connector street between downtown 
Minneapolis, the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport, and commuters from St. 
Paul and southern suburban communities. It is a major urban transportation corridor 
that is first and foremost about moving people and goods safely and efficiently. 
However, as a unique urban arterial street corridor with adjacent LRT service and a 
community gateway, appropriate design of the transportation infrastructure and land 
uses should not be overlooked. Creation of a new roadway functional classification 
within the state’s roadway system for multi-modal regional throughways should be 
considered for Hiawatha and future multi-modal roadways. As an existing multi-modal 
street, Hiawatha Avenue should be improved to meet “complete street” standards with 
a priority placed on safe pedestrian crossings to support access to the LRT line.

Two additional “diagonal” streets within the corridor are Snelling Avenue and Dight 
Avenue. Snelling Avenue connects from Lake Street to 46th Street but is interrupted 
by large commerical blocks to the north and south. Dight Avenue, which was once 
named Railroad Avenue, connects from 34th Street to 43rd Street. Although not 
as significant from a transportation function, these streets play a prominent role in 
defining the character of the neighborhoods within the corridor.

38th Street LRT Station.
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The Diagonal Ladder Concept:
A map of the Minnehaha-Hiawatha study area lends itself easily to the metaphor of a 
ladder: two major parallel routes are crossed at similar intervals by cross streets which 
enable access to, from, and through the corridor. The main diagonals-Minnehaha 
Avenue and Hiawatha Avenue/LRT line -run all the way through the study area forming 
the side rails of the ladder. East Lake Street, 38th Street, and 46th Street are the primary 
rungs on the ladder because Hiawatha light rail line stations are located at these streets 
and they are primary thoroughfares through South Minneapolis. Two of the primary 
rungs-Lake Street and 46th Street-connect south Minneapolis with St. Paul by crossing 
the Mississippi River. The secondary rungs-32nd Street, 35th Street, and 42nd Street-are 
important connector streets for destinations east and west of the corridor.
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The Rung Streets
The diagonal corridor has six (6) major  “rungs” or cross-streets (east-west) that physically 
connect Minnehaha Avenue and Hiawatha Avenue, which are Lake (CR 3), 32nd, 35th, 
38th, 42nd (CR 42) and 46th (CR 46) Streets. The development of the Hiawatha Avenue 
light rail transit (LRT) line in 2004, the metro area’s first passenger rail transit line, 
includes transit stations at Lake, 38th and 46th Streets. These three cross-streets will 
function as the primary “rungs” of the ladder and the centers of the three diagonal 
neighborhood districts since they contain existing commercial districts on Minnehaha 
and LRT stations on Hiawatha. The three diagonal districts will be connected by high 
quality multi-modal transportation facilities, local business and cultural districts, parks 
and greenways system, and expanded housing options. 

Lake Street is by far the longest continuous commercial corridor in Minneapolis 
extending the entire width of the city from the Mississippi River to the city’s western 
border. Major commercial centers include Hi-Lake (within the Minnehaha-Hiawatha 
corridor), Midtown (at Chicago Ave), Nicollet-Lake, Lyn-Lake, Uptown, and West 
Calhoun, all west of the corridor. Lake Street is one of only three bridges over the 
Mississippi River connecting south Minneapolis to St. Paul. Lake Street has a station on 
the Hiawatha LRT line and has frequent bus services as a Primary Transit Network route. 
Lake Street is an A-Minor Arterial and under the jurisdiction of Hennepin County. Lake 
Street runs through the center of the Longfellow and Cooper neighborhoods east of 
the corridor, whereas, it runs along the edge of neighborhoods west of the corridor. To 
the west, Lake Street does cross under I-35W and provides direct access to southbound 
I-35W but not to northbound I-35W. Both Hiawatha Avenue and the LRT line bridge 
over Lake Street.

32nd Street is designated a local street although the street segment within the 
corridor (between Minnehaha Ave and Hiawatha Ave) is part of the Municipal State 
Aid System (MSAS). 32nd Street destinations include Longfellow Elementary School 
(recently closed), Cooper Elementary School (recently closed), Minnehaha Academy 
North (private), and the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds east of the corridor; South High 
School and Powderhorn Park west of the corridor. West of the corridor 32nd Street is 
interrupted as an east-west cross-street as it does not cross through Powderhorn Park 
nor over I-35W. 32nd Street is planned as a future bikeway in the Minneapolis Bikeways 
Master Plan from the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds west to South High School.

35th Street is designated as a Major Collector street through most of the city, from 
Minnehaha Avenue/31st Avenue west to Uptown, and is part of the Municipal State 
Aid System (MSAS). However, east of Minnehaha/31st Avenue it is a local street only. 
35th Street destinations include Longfellow Park, Sanford Middle School, Seven Oaks 
Oval Park, and the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds (via 36th Street) east of the corridor; 
Powderhorn Park, Uptown, and the Chain of Lakes/Grand Rounds (via 36th Street) west 
of the corridor. To the west, 35th Street does provide direct access to I-35W.

38th Street is a community corridor consisting of numerous neighborhood commercial 
nodes resulting from its history as a street car/bus route. 38th Street has a station on 
the Hiawatha LRT line and has frequent bus services as a Primary Transit Network route. 
It is designated as a Major Collector from the river west to Lyndale Avenue and part of 
the Municipal State Aid System (MSAS). Unlike Lake Street and 46th Street, 38th Street 
does not connect across the Mississippi River to St. Paul. 38th Street destinations include 
Howe Elementary School (recently closed), Dowling Elementary School, the Mississippi 
River/Grand Rounds, and two neighborhood commercial nodes (Minnehaha Ave, 42nd 
Ave) east of the corridor; 38th Street Hiawatha LRT station, multiple neighborhood 
commercial nodes west of the corridor. To the west, 38th Street crosses over I-35W but 
does not provide direct access to it. 38th Street is planned as a future bikeway in the 
Minneapolis Bikeways Master Plan from the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds west to 
Bloomington Avenue and will link to the RiverLake Greenway via 29th Avenue west of 
the corridor.

42nd Street is designated as an A-Minor Arterial street from Minnehaha Avenue 
west to Nicollet Avenue. However, east of Minnehaha Avenue it is a Major Collector 
street. The street segment from Minnehaha Avenue west to Cedar Avenue is under the 

32nd Street and Hiawatha Avenue

38th Street and Hiawatha Avenue

42nd and Minnehaha Avenue
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Land Use Design Concept
The corridor will continue to be home to a broad range of land uses and development types from an industrial employment 
district along the east side of Hiawatha Avenue and the freight rail line to residential neighborhoods along Minnehaha Avenue 
and interspersed with mixed use activity areas at the corridor’s major crossroads. With the advent of the Hiawatha LRT line, the 
metro’s first LRT line, in 2004, the corridor will continue to evolve toward transit-oriented, residential, mixed-use and industrial 
districts that are compatible neighbors and complement each other. The ‘Transitional Neighborhood’ land use category above 
is defined as areas that are currently low density residential but may be transitioning to medium or high density residential or 
mixed use in the future.
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Parks & Open Space Concept
The Minnehaha Parkway, Midtown Greenway, and Minneapolis Grand Rounds along the Mississippi River frame the study 
area and south Minneapolis. Lake Hiawatha park and golf course, Lake Nokomis, and Minnehaha Falls Park are significant 
Minneapolis open spaces  at the south end of the corridor. Several neighborhood parks are interspersed among the surrounding 
neighborhoods. Bike lanes are shown along north-south and east-west corridors throughout south Minneapolis, crossing 
the corridor at three locations. Development of a potential Diagonal Greenway should be explored connecting the Midtown 
Greenway to Minnehaha Park/Grand Rounds.
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Transportation Improvements
Several transportation improvements are planned, proposed or have been completed within the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor. 
The complex intersections are areas where it is difficult for pedestrians and bicyclists to cross the street. The future bikeways 
shown on the diagram include existing and planned bikeways, several of which will be further discussed in this framework plan 
as priority projects. 
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Wayfinding
The corridor contains several cultural landmarks (buildings or structures of significant historic or cultural value), activity centers 
(areas containing vibrant commercial centers and transit hubs), institutions (schools, libraries and public buildings) and parks. 
There are bicycle routes, walking paths and roads that links these areas together. This diagram shows how to move through this 
area of Minneapolis and access various facilities. Wayfinding is a priority strategy and project defined through this process.
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jurisdiction of Hennepin County (CR 42) whereas the rest is under the city’s jurisdiction. 
42nd Street destinations include Hiawatha Elementary School, Hiawatha Park, 
Minnehaha Academy South (private), and the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds east of 
the corridor; Roosevelt High School, Northrup Elementary School, Lake Hiawatha Park 
& Golf Course, and the 42nd Street/28th Ave neighborhood commercial node west of 
the corridor. To the west, 42nd Street crosses over I-35W but does not provide direct 
access to it. 42nd Street is a planned future bikeway, from the river to Nokomis Avenue, 
as the final extension of the RiverLake Greenway that will connect the Mississippi River 
to the Chain of Lakes. 

46th Street is designated as an A-Minor Arterial street from Hiawatha Avenue east to 
the river crossing to St. Paul and this segment is under jurisdiction of Hennepin County 
(CSAH 42). However, west of Hiawatha Avenue, 46th Street is a local street and part of 
the Municipal State Aid System (MSAS). 46th Street destinations include Minnehaha 
Park & Falls, Mississippi River/Grand Rounds, Ford Dam (Mississippi River Lock & Dam 
#1), Minnesota Soldiers Home National Historic District, and St. Paul to the east; 46th 
Street Hiawatha LRT station, Minnehaha Creek/Grand Rounds, Lake Hiawatha Park & 
Golf Course, and Lake Nokomis west of the corridor. 46th Street is interrupted as an 
east-west cross-street as it does not cross through Hiawatha Lake Park & Golf Course. 
46th Street is planned as a future bikeway in the Minneapolis Bikeways Master Plan 
from the Mississippi River/Grand Rounds west to Minnehaha Avenue.

Two additional “rungs” are located at the north and south edges of the corridor as 
overpasses of Hiawatha Avenue (MN 55) - Midtown Greenway/Martin Olav Sabo 
Bridge is an exclusive bike/pedestrian bridge and trail and Minnehaha Parkway is a 
street that accommodates vehicles, bikes, and pedestrians.

Bicyclist crossing Hiawatha Avenue at 38th 
Street.

LRT crossing at 46th Street.
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Three Diagonal Districts
Building upon the three (3) primary “rungs” or cross-streets of the diagonal corridor, 
this concept envisions three (3) diagonal districts. The boundaries of the three districts 
are based upon the walkable distance (1/4 – 1/2 mile) from the three (3) Hiawatha LRT 
stations. The diagonal districts are envisioned to connect the seven (7) neighborhoods 
to the east and west of the diagonal corridor with the cross-streets serving as the 
primary hubs of activity and movement for the districts. They also provide valuable 
opportunities for functioning as major gateways into the neighborhoods.

Lake Street Diagonal District
The Lake Street diagonal district is generally the area between the Midtown Greenway 
and 34th Street and lies mostly within the Longfellow neighborhood. The Minneapolis 
School District owns a site adjacent the LRT station that is included in this district. The 
district connects three (3) neighborhoods: Longfellow (east), Corcoran (southwest) and 
East Phillips (northwest). 32nd Street, which connects the Longfellow and Corcoran 
neighborhoods, is also considered a part of this diagonal district as is the Midtown 
Greenway, a cross town commuter trail bridging Hiawatha Avenue. East-west street 
connections are limited and somewhat difficult in this district. There are no east-west 
streets connecting across Hiawatha Avenue north of Lake Street within this district. 
South of Hiawatha Avenue, 31st and 34th Streets do not connect through the corridor 
and the intersections of 32nd and 33rd Streets with Minnehaha Avenue are offset.

This diagonal district is envisioned to continue as a multi-faceted business district 
primarily as it is dominated by the Hiawatha-Lake activity center and the Hiawatha 
Industrial Employment District. Lake Street is the center of this district and is designated 
as a Commercial Corridor by the Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan. In addition, the 
Hiawatha-Lake activity center is envisioned to continue evolving into a mixed-use 
center with the addition of more mixed residential and retail buildings, like the Hiawatha 
Commons building next to the Midtown Greenway and the Corridor Flats building on 
Lake Street just west of Hiawatha Avenue. A small area of neighborhood residential will 
continue to exist along Minnehaha Avenue between 31st and 34th Streets. The alley 
functions as the transition space between industrial on Snelling Avenue and residential 
on Minnehaha Avenue.

The future identity of the Lake Street diagonal district could encompass the concepts 
such as commerce, dining and entertainment district, diversity of cultures, historic 
multi-modal transportation hub, and other ideas from the Hiawatha-Lake Connectivity 
Project. 

38th Street Diagonal District
The 38th Street diagonal district is generally the area between 34th Street and 42nd 
Street. The district lies primarily within the Howe neighborhood with the southern 
portion being in the Hiawatha neighborhood. It is the primary connection between 
the Howe (east) and Standish (west) neighborhoods. 35th Street, which connects the 
Howe and Corcoran neighborhoods, is also considered a part of this diagonal district. 
42nd Street is located at the southern edge of the district. East-west street connections 
in the northern portion of this district are limited. 34th, 36th and 39th Streets do not 
connect between Minnehaha and Hiawatha Avenues. 37th Street connects to Hiawatha 
but not across it and has an offset intersection at Minnehaha Avenue. 40th and 41st 
Streets connect to Hiawatha but do not connect across Hiawatha.

This diagonal district’s current land uses are primarily industrial between Hiawatha and 
Dight Avenues and primarily residential between Dight and Minnehaha Avenues. The 
existing small neighborhood commercial nodes are all on Minnehaha Avenue at 35th, 
38th, 40th and 42nd Streets. This district could become a mixed use neighborhood 
activity center with 38th Street as the district’s primary hub of activity from Minnehaha 
Avenue to the Hiawatha LRT station and west to 27th Avenue. If the existing grain mills 
and elevators are likely to remain operational north of 38th Street for a substantial 
period of time, it is critical that 38th Street be redeveloped to integrate these landmark 
industrial buildings into a well-designed mixed-use neighborhood. Higher density 
residential buildings could be added as infill redevelopment primarily south of 38th 

Sidewalk along Lake Street east of Hiawatha.
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Street. The half-block strip of land between Hiawatha Avenue and the freight rail 
corridor could be redeveloped as either high intensity office or residential buildings. If 
the freight rail corridor will continue to be in operation between 38th and 42nd Streets, 
redevelopment to employment uses may be more desirable than residential between 
the highway and the freight rail corridor. 

The existence of Dight Avenue is unique to this district as it extends from 34th Street 
to 43rd Street only, which creates a series of half-blocks between Dight Avenue and 
Snelling Avenue. Dight Avenue functions as the transition street between industrial 
on the west side and primarily residential on the east side. To provide both industrial 
and residential vehicle functions, provide a stronger buffer between different land 
uses, and a stronger connection route within the district, it is recommended that Dight 
Avenue be redesigned as a neighborhood connector street and/or a “green street”.

The future identity of the 38th Street diagonal district could encompass concepts 
such as grain mills/elevators, railroad corridor, bungalow houses, Minnehaha park 
triangles, cultural diversity (e.g. historic Snelling Avenue African-American community), 
Minnehaha Avenue streetcar line, and historic streetcar commercial node.

46th Street Diagonal District
The 46th Street diagonal district is generally the area between 42nd Street and 
Minnehaha Parkway. It is the primary connection between the Hiawatha (east) and 
Ericsson (west) neighborhoods. 42nd Street is also considered a part of this diagonal 
neighborhood district as is Minnehaha Parkway, which bridges over Hiawatha Avenue 
but does not connect to it. 43rd, 44th and 45th Streets connect to Hiawatha but do not 
connect across Hiawatha.

This diagonal district is envisioned as a neighborhood activity center with 46th Street as 
the hub of activity between Minnehaha Avenue and the Hiawatha LRT station. Mixed-
use development (residential above retail) is desired along both sides of 46th Street, 
which has begun with the Oaks Hiawatha Station mixed residential/retail building at 
Snelling Avenue & 46th Street. An extension of Snelling Avenue south of 46th Street 
and connecting directly to Hiawatha Avenue is planned as part of the redevelopment 
of this area. The existing freight rail corridor, which is no longer used south of 45th 
Street, is envisioned to be converted to a diagonal greenway, from Minnehaha Park 
north to 42nd Street, that provides green space, trails, and storm water management. 
Infill redevelopment of higher density residential buildings is envisioned to the south 
and north of 46th Street and west of Snelling Avenue. The half-block strip of land 
between Hiawatha Avenue and the freight rail corridor is envisioned as a series of new 
higher intensity office or residential buildings. Since the district lacks a neighborhood 
park, city-owned land in the center of the district, between 44th and 45th Streets, is 
planned for redevelopment that would include a new neighborhood park.

The future identity of the 46th Street diagonal district could encompass concepts such 
as Minnehaha Park Falls & Creek, Historic Fort Snelling, nature and trails, recreation, 
bungalow houses, and the former railroad corridor.

38th Street near Snelling Avenue.

Runners on the Minnehaha Parkway.



Community members and CAC members discuss corridor issues at the 
Longfellow Corn Feed.




