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4
Focus on 
Diagonal 
Districts

The large scale of the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor naturally results in larger scale 
issues and the large number of identified future improvement projects.  One of the 
benefits of the Minnehaha-Hiawatha Diagonal Corridor concept is that it breaks the 
corridor down into three (3) diagonal districts and corresponding reinvestment focus 
areas. The diagonal districts enable the large number of projects to be clustered at 
a smaller scale that better relates to established neighborhoods and LRT station 
areas. These three diagonal districts also align with the designation of the Transit 
Improvement Areas (TIAs) for Lake Street, 38th Street and 46th Street. TIA designation 
is the first step in an effort to encourage development of commercial, residential and 
mixed-use projects within a 1/2 mile radius of each transit station. The designation 
may boost local efforts to apply for federal funding that is available to support transit 
areas. 

A supplementary approach to prioritizing and coordinating the corridor’s projects 
would be to evaluate them through the lens of each diagonal district. In addition to the 
project-based working groups recommended as part of the corridor implementation 
process (see pages 8 and 9), district-based working groups could also be considered. 
The following sections organize the projects by topic within each diagonal district to 
illustrate the potential for project coordination at the diagonal district level.  

Current Reinvestments in the Diagonal Districts
Corridor’s Transit Investment & Access Advantage
In 2004, the corridor’s access to high quality transit services improved dramatically 
with the addition of the Hiawatha LRT line, particularly the areas near the three LRT 
stations in the corridor at Lake, 38th, and 46th Streets. Since the LRT line runs alongside 
Hiawatha Avenue and parallel to a freight rail line, the areas along the three (3) east-
west cross-streets have the best access to the LRT stations. This significant improvement 
in access to high quality transit services created major opportunities for enhancing 
the areas surrounding the three LRT stations within the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor.  
From a transit perspective, the Minnehaha-Hiawatha corridor consists of the eastern 
half of three (3) transit station areas with Lake, 38th, and 46th Streets as the primary 
transit streets. These three cross-streets also have east-west bus routes that have been 
designated as part of the City’s Primary Transit Network (PTN). Consequently, Lake 
Street, 38th Street, and 46th Street should be developed as the primary transit-oriented 
streets in the corridor. 

Recent Public Reinvestments
Since the addition of the Hiawatha LRT line, significant reinvestments in the public 
realm and public infrastructure systems have occurred within the corridor:

Midtown Greenway. (Source: City of 
MInneapolis)
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Recently improved streetscape along East Lake Street near the corridor.

East Lake Library on Lake Street. (Source: 
Bridgelandnews.org)

Corridor-wide
Hiawatha LRT Trail (2004) »

Hiawatha LRT station platform expansions for 3-car trains (2010) »

Lake Street Diagonal District 
Third Precinct Police Headquarters renovation & expansion (2005) »

Phase 3 of Midtown Greenway - Hiawatha Ave to Mississippi River (2006) »

Martin Olav Sabo Bridge over Hiawatha Avenue (2007)  »

East Lake Community Library renovation (2007)  »

Great Streets Business District Support Grant to Lake Street Council ($23,500) for marketing &  »
branding of East Lake St Commercial Corridor and Lake St/Midtown LRT Station Area (2007) 

Great Streets Facade Improvement Grant to Lake Street Council ($50,000 matching) for East  »
Lake Street Commercial Corridor and Lake Street/Midtown LRT Station Area (2008)

Great Streets Facade Improvement Grant to Seward Redesign - $50,000 matching (2008) »

East Lake Street reconstruction (2008) »

Lake Street/Midtown LRT Station Area improvements and public art installation under Hiawatha  »
Avenue/LRT line bridges (2008)

Pedestrian crossing improvements at Lake & Hiawatha intersection (2009) »

38th Street Diagonal District
38th Street reconstruction west of Hiawatha Ave to 23rd Ave S »

Stormwater improvements south of 38th St and west of Hiawatha Ave »

Great Streets Facade Improvement Grant to Seward Redesign (2008) »
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46th Street Diagonal District
Longfellow Gardens renovation (2004-2006) »

Minnehaha Park renovations – Wabun Picnic Area (2008-2010)  »

Minnehaha Park renovations – Minnehaha Creek restoration (2009) »

Minneapolis CPED acquisition of unused portion of freight rail right-of-way between 46th Street  »
and Nawadaha Boulevard (2007)

Great Streets Facade Improvement Grant to Seward Redesign (2008) »

46th Street Pilot Lighting Project – 34th Ave to 46th Ave (2010) »

Snelling Yards public works facilities relocation to expanded 26th St & Hiawatha facility (2010) »

RiverLake Greenway installation (2010) »

Recent Land Redevelopment (involves private & public 
reinvestments)
Recent redevelopment in or adjacent to the reinvestment focus areas includes:

Lake Street Diagonal District 
Hiawatha Commons at 2740 Minnehaha Avenue »

Trinity on Lake at 2730 East Lake Street  »

Corridor Flats at 2929 21st Avenue South »

38th Street Diagonal District
Hiawatha Court at 2530 East 34th Street »

Hiawatha Square at 3801 28th Avenue »

Longfellow Station at 3815 Hiawatha Ave ( in progress) »

46th Street Diagonal District
Oaks Hiawatha Station at 4540 Snelling Avenue »

Hiawatha Flats at East 43rd Street & Snelling Avenue »

42nd Street Lofts at East 42nd Street & Snelling Avenue »

Current Redevelopment Opportunity Sites & Projects
As of spring 2010, there are a number of identified redevelopment opportunity sites 
and projects that are at various stages in the redevelopment pipeline. These potential 
redevelopment sites are either vacant, owned by a developer, publicly owned, have 
redevelopment concepts, or have a redevelopment plan approved by the City. These 
potential projects indicate a continuing trend of redevelopment in the Lake Street, 
38th Street and 46th Street diagonal districts.

Convergence on Reinvestment Focus Areas & Projects
Implementation of the Minnehaha-Hiawatha Strategic Investment Framework should 
start by focusing on the areas where there is the greatest potential for the convergence 
of reinvestment in infrastructure and buildings, both public and private, and potential 
for the greatest access to neighborhood amenities. For this corridor, neighborhood 
amenities to consider are east-west connectivity, public transit (both LRT and bus), 
schools, neighborhood commercial services, parks, trails, variety of housing options, 
and walkability/bikeability of streets. The recommended reinvestment focus areas 
are at the three major rung streets – Lake, 38th, and 46th Streets. The areas centered 
around these three streets have the highest potential for neighborhood accessibility in 
the corridor because they each provide signalized street crossings of Hiawatha Avenue, 
access to high quality public transit (both Hiawatha LRT stations and primary east-west 
bus routes), and contain the corridor’s primary commercial centers/nodes.

Third Precinct Police Headquarters renovation 
& expansion at the corner of Lake Street and 
Hiawatha Ave.


