
Why is Environmental Sustainability Im-
portant? 

Sustainability means meeting the needs of the pre-
sent while preserving the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs.  Sustainable commu-
nities enjoy a healthy environment, prosperous 
economy, and vibrant civic life.  Achieving environ-
mental sustainability requires looking at air, energy, 
food, transportation, waste, and water and their im-
pacts on the natural environment. 

How Does Sustainability Affect Us Locally? 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency highlights 
several impacts that climate change is expected to 
have in Minnesota:  increased frequency of heat 
waves and weather events (flooding and droughts), 
reduced air quality, more insects and disease, and 
more invasive plant and animal species.   
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Health Impacts 

 Loss of animal and plant habitat has already led to 
species extinction and imperiled other species.  

 Unsustainable practices can impact food and water 
supplies.   

 Pest can thrive and migrate to new territory, carrying 
disease and damaging crops and properties. 

Environmental Impacts 

 Pollution threatens freshwater and groundwater; 
ground-water is being drawn down at unsustainable 
rates.   

 Energy, solid waste, and transportation choices con-
tribute to greenhouse gas emissions.   

 Biodiversity is threatened by development and by 
species inability to adapt to changes in the climate.   

 Climate change impacts on weather patterns and 
more frequent extreme weather events.   

 Melting polar and glacial ice raising sea levels and 
endangering low-lying land.   

Financial Impacts 

 Extinct species cannot be replaced.   

 Clean-up of pollution.   

 Costs associated with extreme weather events  in-
cluding higher insurance rates and federal outlays 
for disaster relief.   

 

Alexander’s Import Auto Repair 
American Lung Association of Minnesota 
Blue Construction 
City of Minneapolis  
East Phillips Improvement Coalition 
Environmental Justice Advocates of 
   Minnesota 
Gardening Matters 

Hennepin County  
Hennepin - University Partnership 
Little Earth of United Tribes 
Longfellow Business Association 
Longfellow Community Council 
Minnehaha Communion Lutheran  
   Church & Longfellow Lutheran parishes 
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District 

Minnesota Department of Health  
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency  
Mississippi Watershed Management Org. 
Preventing Harm Minnesota 
St. James African Methodist Episcopal 
   Church 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
Women’s Environmental Institute 



What Can Individuals Do? 
 Plant and maintain trees to reduce heating and cooling 

needs. 
 Purchase environmentally sustainable products that are 

sustainably harvested, contain recycled content, or are 
made with less toxic materials. 

 Purchase renewable energy from electric utility. 

 Purchase high-mpg vehicles. 

 Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. Create less waste.  

 Buy locally grown food and produced products. 

 Walk, bike, or use transit to reduce emissions. 

 

What Can the Community Do? 
 Organize community tree planting efforts or tree give-

aways. 
 Organize a community-wide competition to see who can 

achieve the greatest energy use reduction. 
 Help keep polluted runoff out of lakes, rivers, and 

streams. 

 

What Can the City, County, and State Do?  

 Expand recycling programs to include more items. 
 Support development of alternative fuel vehicle refueling 

stations and electric-charging stations. 
 Enact policies, such as the Cool County Initiative, to re-

duce greenhouse gas emissions.  
 Use the City of Minneapolis’ 26 sustainability indicators as 

a model to track local sustainability efforts.  
 Support programs to plant trees on public and private 

land. 

For More Information 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/gwash/sustainability. 
htm 

City of Minneapolis, 
www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/index.
htm 

Hennepin County, www.hennepin.us/,      
search:  Cool County 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 
www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/topics/preve
nting-waste-and-pollution/sustainability/other-
resources.html 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
www.epa.gov/sustainability/ 
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What is the CARE Project? 

The Hiawatha CARE Project is a new 
effort to address environmental 
toxins in western Longfellow and 
East Phillips.  The project brings 
together two dozen business, 
community, government, and non-
profit agencies in a community-

driven effort to identify, prioritize, 
and address environmental risks in 
the area. 

The project was initiated in 
December 2010 when Hennepin 
County received a $100,000 
Community Action for a Renewed 
Environment (CARE) award from the 

US Environmental Protection Agency.  
The CARE program supports local 
collaborations to reduce toxins in the 
local community.   

More Information: 
www.minnehaha-hiawatha.com/care 
612.348.9344. 

Hiawatha CARE Project -  A project of Minnehaha-Hiawatha Community Works 


